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Illinois’ two-year workplan includes seven projects that will advance the 
implementation of the Illinois Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy by 
creating new initiatives and scaling up existing programs. 

Projects include:

• water quality monitoring in surface and groundwater 

• agriculture conservation practice implementation

• watershed education and outreach

• data metrics collection

• nutrient strategy update and reporting
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University of Illinois Extension
Watershed Outreach Associates

• Nutrient Loss Reduction Strategy Outreach and 
Education

• Watershed Planning and Implementation

• Conservation Practice research

• NLRS Podcast and Blog

Statewide Nutrient Export Loading Network
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Illinois Department of Agriculture 
Fall Covers for Spring Savings
Cover Crop Premium Discount 
Program

• Each acre of cover crops planted= 
$5 per acre discount on crop 
insurance

• GHP funding will provide for up 
to 40,000 acres in addition to the 
current 100,000 acres previously 
offered

Groundwater Nitrate Analysis

• Lab analyzer to perform nitrate concentration analysis to 
compliment the Illinois Department of Agriculture’s 
Groundwater Monitoring Well Network.

• 133 monitoring wells throughout the state
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NLRS Biennial 2023 Report

Ag Retailer 4R Nutrient Management Metrics Survey

• Adopt survey methodology currently used in Iowa to collect fertilizer 
application data and best practices from fertilizer retailers throughout 
the state

7

8



Implementation of Watershed-Based Plans, 
Total Maximum Daily Loads 
In NLRS Priority watersheds

• Provide grants to implement WBPs or TMDLs with 
an emphasis on source water protection 
benefiting disadvantaged communities.
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THANK 
YOU
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